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We have been very fortunate with the weather over the past

couple of months. Now that autumn is here, there has been less

predictability with the weather. In order to ensure students are

comfortable outside at morning and lunch recess, we kindly

remind families to ensure their students come to school prepared

for the weather.

Communication between home and school is very important.

This month, Progress Reports will be sent home prior to

parent/teachers interviews informing you how your student is

doing in relation to achieving the curriculum expectations by the

end of term one. Information regarding signing up for interviews

will be emailed and tweeted out soon.

Our second annual School Council Dance Night took place at

the end of October. We had almost 300 people in the gym

dancing away to music provided by Bounce Entertainment. We

would like to take this opportunity to thank school council for

all of their hard work to put on community events like this one

that provides Bondar families with an opportunity to get active

and get together to enjoy their friends and neighbours.

On November 11, we will honour our veterans through a

Remembrance Day Assembly. Each year we pay tribute to those

who fought to ensure our freedom. Students will have an

opportunity to reflect at an assembly through music, dance, art,

drama and poetry. At 11 a.m., we will stop for a moment of

silence in tribute to our heroes.

We have noticed an increase in the number of students who are

arriving late. We would just like to remind families that school

begins at 8:15 a.m. Supervision starts at 8 a.m. In order to

maximize learning, students must be here on time.

As we continue to encourage our students to have a growth

mindset and try everything, we encourage parents to ask

their students: “What was your best mistake today?”

and “What did you learn from that mistake?”



Click each of the following to access the timely and thought-

provoking information contained within this newsletter:
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1 Anti-bullying
Assemblies Gr 1–6

2-3 Bus Safety

7 School Council
Meeting 6:30 p.m.

8 Anti-bullying
Assemblies Gr 7–8

23 Scholastic Bookfair
30

24 Parent–Teacher
Interviews

25 PA Day

28 Character Assemblies
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Information for Volunteers
Volunteers assume an important role within a school. A requirement of

the YRDSB to assist in ensuring a safe environment for students and

staff is the completion of a vulnerable sector screening (VSS) and the

signing of a confidentiality agreement. Please be aware that anyone

wishing to volunteer in any capacity in which they may not always be in

the presence of school staff (including field trips, driving other students

to athletic events, etc.) must first complete a vulnerable sector screen-

ing. If you plan to volunteer during the year, please consider obtaining

your VSS well in advance as we will not be able to have you assist in

the school without providing this documentation. The link above will

provide you with information regarding the process that needs to be

followed. The application form is also linked to the York Regional

Police website page. Please contact the school to obtain a letter from the

school to take to the York Regional Police customer service unit when

applying for your VSS.

Time to Fall Behind! A reminder to set

your clocks back one hour at 2 a.m. on

Sunday, November 6. It is also a great time

to replace the batteries in your smoke

detectors!

Time Change

https://www.yrp.ca/en/services/vulnerable-sector-check.asp


A Message from our School Council Chairs

Happy Autumn!

Thank you to all of the amazing Bondar Families that attended the

first ever Fall Dance on October 27! What a great time it was to

dance together! A special thanks to all of the parent volunteers,

staff, and principals for all of their help and support before, during,

and after the event! Great job by BOUNCE Entertainment too!

This month, we will be having our 2nd School Council meeting on

Monday, November 7, at 6:30 p.m. in the school library. We will

meet for an hour to discuss what has been going on in the school

and what we can look forward to in the upcoming weeks. We invite

all Bondar parents to attend this meeting. It is a good opportunity to

hear about what our school and students are doing, to share ideas

with the group on how we can help the school, and to come up with

solutions to any issues. Being involved is a great way to support

your kids' learning environment!

Pizza and Sub lunch programs continue to run well. We remind all

parents to please register your children on School Cash Online. All

you need is five minutes and your child’'s student number, which

has been sent home with your child.

Feel free to contact School Council with any questions you have or

if you would like to be on our email list for the latest updates on

council and school events. We also request any parents who have

some time to help us at council events to email us at

bondarrocketsschoolcouncil@gmail.com

Thanks and have a great November!

Bondar Rockets School Council



Every year on November 11th,

Canadians pause in a moment of

silence to remember the men and women

who have served, and continue to serve

our country during times of war, conflict

and peace.

By remembering their service and their

sacrifice, we recognize the tradition of

freedom these men and women fought to

preserve. They believe that their actions in

the present would make a significant

difference for the future, but it is up to us

to ensure that their dream of peace is

realized. On Remembrance Day, we

acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of

those who served their country and

acknowledge our responsibility to work

for the peace they fought hard to achieve.

Remembrance Day



Articles by Ryan L.

Dr Roberta Bondar Volleyball Tournament

Young Rembrandts

Character of the Month Responsibility

.

:

In November Dr Roberta Bondar’s boys and girls volleyball

team are going to participate in the YRDSB volleyball tourna-

ment. Don’t forget to cheer them on when they go school to

school to school to try to win us a title I feel that the volleyball

team is 80% ready for the tournament,” said a person on the

boys volleyball team But no matter how much you think the

team is ready Mr Player, know that Dr Roberta Bondar Public

school will always cheer you on and support you Always try

your best

“The Young Rembrandts program started for those students

who registered on Thursday October 20 2016 and ends

Thursday December 1 2016 It starts at 2:35 p.m. and ends at

3:30 p.m Don’t forget to pickup your child ren after the class

by 3:30 Thanks for your cooperation

During the month of October students have been trying to

demonstrate the trait of responsibility To be responsible by

definition means to have an obligation to do something as part

of one’s job or role Or in simpler terms to basically do what

you were assigned to do by a figure of authority e.g., your

parents your principal your teacher etc During the month

teachers observed students who demonstrated the trait of

responsibility and those students will receive the award of

Responsibility at the character assembly on Monday, October 31,

2016. The character trait for November will be Courage.

“Until the great mass of people shall be filled
with the sense of responsibility for each others
welfare, social justice can never be attained”
— Helen Keller.
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Go Rockets Go!

Article by Charles

Grade 8 Cold Creek Trip
On October 17, 2016, the Grade 8 classrooms of Ms. Phan,

Mrs. Canton, and Ms. Kovarsky went a trip to Cold Creek.

The activities we got to participate in were rock climb-

ing/rope climbing, high ropes, mountain biking, and

archery. Each activity had its own different and unique

style of fun and games.

The light rainy day didn't

stop the Grade 8s from

having fun! (Except the

wet socks issue.)

The activities were truly amazing and the team building

was awesome. Unfortunately, we had to say goodbye to

Cold Creek and head back to school. When we arrived

back at school, we couldn't wait to get back in our houses

and relax our sore fingers, dry off our moist and wet socks,

have a long nice shower change into some clean clothes.

An interview with a grade 8 teacher: Ms. Canton

How did you think the trip was?

It was great and it gave a good reason for other students

in different classrooms to meet different teachers at an

earlier period of time.

Did you think it was fun, boring, etc?

Amazing. Cold Creek involved activities that we

usually didn't do on normal school field trips such as

museums and other places.

Which course did you enjoy the most?

The high ropes

Finally, would you go back to Cold Creek again?

YES!!!

After interviewing some other people such as students that

took part in the event, one student named Daniel P. stated,

“It was cool.” To be honest, in my opinion, the trip was

well planned out and actually a lot of fun but the only flaw

was the rainy weather.

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Student Corner: Articles Written by Students

It was COOL.

.

— Daniel P.

Grade 8 in Ms Phan’s class



Inclement Weather Days: IMPORTANT

If buses are cancelled in the morning, they are also cancelled for the afternoon. For safety reasons, you may choose whether

or not to send your child to school; however, if you keep him/her home and your child is NOT bused, you MUST call the

school and report the absence. Our Safe Arrival Program dictates that we know where all absent students are — if we cannot

reach you, we will contact your emergency contact person. If we cannot reach that person, we are obligated to contact the

police.

There may be a modified program in your child's class due to numbers of students attending and absences of some teachers.

If your child does not attend school on a day that buses are cancelled due to inclement weather, your child will not face

attendance related repercussions.

Once students arrive, they are expected to stay. You can make arrangements ahead of time to pick up your child at lunch.

WHEN BUSES ARE CANCELLED IN THE YRDSB, THERE ARE:

NO Lunch Service Arrangements or Special Lunches.

NO Special Events days or field trips.

Please send a lunch with your child.

Please Note: Dress for the weather: bus cancellation does not mean automatic indoor recesses or early entry into the school.

Information regarding bus cancellations is posted at www.schoolbuscity.com, conveyed to GTA radio/television stations,

and available on the Board’s Twitter feed: https//twitter.com/#!/YRDSB

WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @DrRBondarPS FOR REGULAR

INFORMATION.
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New Bike Rack at Bondar
In May of 2015, students at Dr. Roberta Bondar P.S.

participated in a Bike Rack Design Challenge coordinated

by the City of Vaughan. This competition required students

to think outside the box and design a fun, creative, and

practical bike rack design. We were very pleased to learn

that one of our students, Julie Mak, won first place in the

contest. As a result, our school received a bike rack,

which was built according to her design. The bike rack is

now situated at the front of our school! We were very

excited that Councillor Racco from the City of Vaughan

was able to join us for the ribbon cutting ceremony.

NEW

We are
Nut Sensitive.
Please only send

snacks and lunches.
NUT-FREE



Canadian Diabetes Association

Grade 4 Learning

Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School is proud to be partners

with the Canadian Diabetes Association. Last year the

Association brought their large red donation box to our

school. The way this partnership has been such a success is

because of all your help. We ask our families to assist by

donating old and/or gently used clothing to the bin. Every

month the Canadian Diabetes Association picks up the

clothing from all of their bins across York Region and sells

the articles to Value Village. The money collected helps

provide camps for children with type one diabetes, helps to

educate the public and helps to bring awareness about this

disease that affects over nine million people across Canada.

We hope to continue our successful support with this cause

but we can't do it without our community coming together. If

you have any further questions feel free to visit their website

at diabetes.ca or contact them directly at 1.800.505.5525.

Thank you in advance for all your continued care.

The Grade 4s have been learning about habitats and commu-

nities in science. On October 19 and 20, the Grade 4 classes

traveled to Burlington Outdoor Education Centre (BORC) to

learn more about habitats and communities in our region.

Students explored food chains, webs, and went for a walk in

the forest to explore plants and animals in nature. Learning

in the outdoors was engaging and exciting.

Music at Bondar

Attention Grade 4 and 5 Families!

Apply for a Snow Pass!

Many exciting things have been happening in Music at

Bondar. The Grade 3s have been learning about beat and

rhythm and are demonstrating their knowledge through

many songs and activities such as bounding balls, the

hand-clapping game and ! The Grade

6s have just finished exploring the concert band instruments

we have here at Bondar and have chosen which one they are

going to learn this year. Very exciting! The Grade 7 and 8s

have just started back on their instruments and we are

already sounding awesome! Finally, the Intermediate Band

and Glee Club have started, and we look forward to an

incredible year of performing music!

Don't forget to follow @bondarmusic on Twitter

Ski and snowboard at each Ski area 3 times for only $29.95

Do you like to ski and snowboard? The Canadian Ski

Council’s SnowPass™ lets you ski and snowboard three

times at EACH participating ski area for $29.95. That’s a lot

of skiing and snowboarding right across Canada!

To receive your SnowPass, fill out the application on Ski

Canada’s website:
https://www.skicanada.org/grade-4-5-snowpass/

Acka

Back Yummy Yum Yum

http://www.diabetes.ca/


November: The Bookfair  is Coming!
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming in November! The

book fair will be here the week of November 23–30. The

Book Fair will be open during Parent-Teacher interviews

(Thursday, November 24) and the PA Day (Friday, November 25).

Classes will have an opportunity to come to the Library and visit the Scholastic

Book Fair. The Book Fair will be open during morning recess for students and

during the night of Parent–Teacher interviews. Below is a tentative schedule.

Thanks to coaches: Ms. Belanger, Mrs. DiGregorio, Ms. Balche and Mr. Gabriele

for preparing the team and helping at the meets.

For every $7.00 spent at the Book Fair, $1.00 goes back into our school Library

and Makerspace program. Thank you for supporting the school book fair!

Door Decorating Contest
This year at Bondar we had a classroom door decorating contest. Students were

challenged to design and decorate their classroom door that promoted a growth

mindset and “Try Everything”. The results were inspiring. The creativity flowed

and the doors of the school truly showed how talented our students are.

Intermediate

Friday
November 25

Monday
November 28

Tuesday
November 29

Wednesday
November 30

Thursday
November 24

After school
until 3:45 p.m.

Junior Primary JuniorA.M. Recess

Open during
the P.A. day

Athletics
Since the beginning of the school year

many students have been running in

preparation for the Cross Country team.

This meant weekly lunch time practices of

running around the school to get ready for

the area tournament against other schools

in our areas. On October 5, DRBPS was

represented by 50 students at a cross

country competition. Each student

participated in their age group against

over 100 other students. They showed

great sportsmanship and perseverance.

Eight students came in the top 15 in their

respected race. These students advanced

to the regional meet on October 19 at

Bruce’s Mill. Congratulations to Arvan,

Brooke, Nikitta, Krish, Lianna, Victoria,

Fatih and George who represented the

Rockets at the regional meet. Thanks to

coaches: Ms. Belanger, Mrs. DiGregorio,

Ms. Balche and Mr. Gabriele for preparing

the team and helping at the meets.

This Month at Bondar



Library Corner

Internet Safety Presentation

MAKERSPACE MONDAYs have begun in

the DRBPS Library, during lunch recess from

11:55–12:25. MAKERSPACE provides an

opportunity for students to come and design

and build with a variety of materials such as K'Nex and Lego. It

also provides a time for students to hang out and colour, knit and

play games. The DRBPS now has a Lego wall as part of the

MAKERSPACE materials. Thank you to the caretaking staff for

installing the wall. Thank you to Ms. Weatherston and Ms.

Lonsway for supervising MAKERSPACE. The November

MAKERSPACE schedule will be as follows:

Monday, November 7, Grade 4s

Monday, November 14, Grade 5s

Monday, November 21, Grade 6s

Monday, December 5, Grade 7/8s
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(Mandarin Only)

Click to learn more about the Parent Engagment and Network

(PEN) workshop (in Mandarin only).

HERE

Ordering Hot Lunches? Remember to Pack a Morning Snack
Ordering hot lunches for your children? Don't forget to pack a healthy morning snack for them.

Staff Book Recommendation

The Three Questions
By Jon J. Muth

My book recommendation for this month is

titled , written and

illustrated by Jon J. Muth. The main character

in this story is a young boy named Nikolai. He

finds himself searching for solutions and

begins on a journey to find answers to his

three questions of life; when is the best time to

do things, who is the most important one, and

what is the right thing to do? His quest to

discover the answers takes some twists, as he

stumbles on some unexpected cries for help.

This book is a fantastic text for many reading

and writing strategies, as it can be used for

predicting, questioning, connecting, capturing

the author’s message, critical thinking and

descriptive writing. I strongly recommend this

picture book to any family or teachers who

love rich discussion and a fantastic moral.

Mr. Dais

The Three Questions

Recommended by

Student Book Recommendation

I Want To Go Home
By Gordon Korman

I have currently finished reading a book titled,

, by Gordon Korman. This

book takes place on Camp Algonkian Island

and is based around two boys, Rudy Miller

and Mike Webster, who HATE camp. This

story is about how the boys try to escape camp

many times, but their counselors always seem

to foil their plans. Mr. Warden, the simple

minded camp director never really knows

what's going on and just thinks that everyone

is happy. This book has a lot of crazy effects

and you won't want o put it down. The genre is

adventure and comedy, so I would recommend

this book to people who like to laugh.

Sophie
(from Mr Dais’ class)

I Want To Go Home

Recommended by

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/drrobertabondar.ps/Documents/PEN%20Workshop%203-Internet%20Safety%20%E7%B6%B2%E7%B5%A1%E5%AE%89%E5%85%A8(%E6%99%AE%E9%80%9A%E8%AF%9D)11%E6%9C%883%E6%97%A5.pdf


Supporting Math Learning and
Encouraging Your Child to Love Math

This edition of was written by Lynda Colgan, Associate Professor and Director,

Queen’s Community Outreach Centre, Faculty of Education, Queen’s University

Math Tips for Parents

Math Tips for Parents

You are a math teacher!

We all know that reading with a child helps literacy skills, and that playing sports in the backyard teaches

the value of teamwork and being physically active. But where are the life lessons for mathematics?

The truth is that we all use mathematics many times each day, but often don't realize it. From trips to the

grocery store to swinging in a hammock, math is part of our daily lives.

Don’t underestimate your own math skills. You can help your child learn math!

“You are their idol. They look up to you. They don't do a good job listening to you, but

they do a fantastic job imitating you.” – Karl Subban, retired Toronto school principal

and father of three NHL hockey players (P.K., Malcolm and Justin)

Math in Everyday Life

Be a Math Role Model

It is important to help children recognize that everyone uses math all the time. Here are tips to

help your child have a positive attitude about mathematics.

If your child becomes frustrated, stop. Remind your child of the things they have already

learned how to do successfully, such as riding a bicycle, writing a paragraph or speaking a

second language.

Ask your child’s teacher for strategies to use at home that reflect your child's learning style.

If your child asks for help and you do not know the answer, be honest and say, “I don’t

know, but let's figure it out together.” If you continue to be unsuccessful, you can also ask

your child's teacher for help. This gives your child permission to ask for help as well.

Children learn by imitating the people around them. Imitating a parent’s positive attitude

about education helps children develop healthy academic skills.

Talk out loud as you do everyday tasks. Talking out loud allows children to hear how you

think and helps them develop important skills for “thinking things out” and solving

problems.

Do informal math together. On rainy days, family evenings and vacation time, play math

games such as Dino Math Tracks, Dominoes or Connect Four. Show your child that math is

fun!

Parents worry about the amount of time that children spend on the computer and the quality

of online content, but many educational web-based games, such as and

, encourage mathematical skills.

Watch educational television programs like The on TVO or on

PBS. These programs also have websites with activities to do together, including game

apps, math crafts and songs.

Grocery stores are a great source of math lessons. For example, you can talk aloud about

Make learning math a positive experience. Don’t talk negatively about math to your child

— it can lead to “math anxiety” (a proven cause of low achievement).
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Mathfrog

Calculation Nation

Prime Radicals Cyberchase



Click HERE to learn more about
the weather around the school.

Bus Cancellations
If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancellation of

bus service, local radio stations will be informed as early as

possible and will broadcast this information to the commu-

nity. Please be advised that if buses are cancelled in the morn-

ing they will not run after school — regardless of the

weather. Review your plans as to what your children will do

in the event of late buses or cancellations. The following ra-

dio stations announce cancellations:

AM 640 AM 680 FM 88.5 FM 90.3 AM 1010
AM 1540 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 AM 1050 FM 99.9
FM 97.3 FM 98.1 AM 1530 FM 100.7 FM 104.5
FM 107.1 AM 590

Check the Web
York Region District School Board's main website is:
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca

All transportation information can be accessed through:
www.schoolbuscity.com

Weather
Alerts

Please be sure to dress your
child/children appropriately
and according to the weather.

School Website
Our school website is easy to navigate, has
informative news, and is very user friendly.

http://drrobertabondar.ps.yrdsb.ca/

It’s Time to Remind Children about
being Safe in Our Community

It’s a good time for parents to remind children about

personal safety. Here’s what children need to know:

Their name, age, telephone number, address, city and

province. This can be done through rhyme or song.

How to contact their parents at any time, by memo-

rizing cell or work numbers.

How and under what circumstances to call 911.

To never approach or enter a stranger's vehicle. A

responsible adult would never ask a child for

directions or any other question for that matter.

Make sure they know they have a right to say “no” to

an adult, especially when the adult is asking them to

do something they have been taught is wrong or feels

uncomfortable. Reminding children of this right is

important because children are taught from a young

age to respect adults.

To tell parents where they will be and to never enter

someone's home without their parent's permission.

If home alone, never admit it when answering the

phone. Never answer a knock at the door or speak

through it. Adults can be very persuasive. Teach

your child to call you if there is a knock at the door

and if they fear for their safety, teach them to call

911. Make sure they know that police officers are

there to help them and would not get mad if it were a

false alarm.

If they think they are being followed or are in danger

they should run home or to a public place. If some-

one grabs them, they should try to get away, yelling

and screaming while doing so.

It is important to play in safe areas, never take

shortcuts and stick with a buddy whenever possible.

It is never too early or too late to teach children the

importance of personal safety. Common sense, commu-

nication and consistency are the keys. Remind children

to alert a responsible adult if something strange happens

that makes them feel uncomfortable. Remember, crime

prevention is everyone's responsibility.

For more information on this subject, visit www.yrp.ca.
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https://goo.gl/VBnqb2

